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1905
By this date, George Inglesby built 
the first golf holes in Highlands, 

some on land by the current  
Highlands School and others  
near the corner of First Street  

and Main Street.

1920s
Hall House operated a nine-hole 
golf course located between the 
Catholic Church and Chestnut 

Street in Highlands.

1927
Work to clear part of the forest for 
the Highlands Estates Golf Course 

(eventually renamed the High-
lands Country Club). The first 

nine-holes were built by 75-125 
workers making $1.50 per 10-hour 
day. The workers used hand tools 
and teams of horses and oxen to 

clear the dense forest of rhododen-
dron, laurel, azaleas, and timber.

1928
Bobby Jones played the first round 

of golf on the nine-hole course.

1929
In May the first clubhouse burned 
to the ground. Work quickly began 
again by local masons and skilled 

tradesmen to replace the structure. 
The unofficial slogan of High-

lands Estates was “Summer golf 
in the Autumn weather.” The club 
donated a hemlock slab cut from 
the property which remains on 

display in the Nature Center at the 
Highlands Biological Station.

TIMELINE☛ ☛

continued on page 2

The growth in golf ’s popularity  
mirrors the growth of Highlands.  
But the beautiful courses you see  
today did not come easily! The  
timeline of golf in Highlands  
reflects many struggles:
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1930
Highlands Estates Golf Club opened  

the full eighteen-hole course. In a 
laborious process, two streams were 

diverted during the construction of the 
second nine holes. The workers’ wages 
were reduced to $1.00 per 10-hour day 

due to the start of the Great Depres-
sion. Bobby Jones won the golf grand 
slam—all four major tournaments in 

one year. By 1930 a Tom Thumb  
mini-golf course was built by Joe  
and Willies Hays on Main Street.

1931
Bobby Jones held a benefit game at 

Highlands Estates Golf Course for the 
Hudson Library. He scored a record  
64 on the par-70 course and raised 

$600, a significant amount at the time. 
This benefit kept the library afloat 
through a tough year early in the  

Great Depression.

1958
Founders of the Highlands Falls 

Country Club purchased 275 
acres for $45,000.

1959
Shady Lane Miniature Golf 

course opened on Helen’s Barn 
property with nine-hole Hi-Ho 

Chip n’ Putt course and  
horseshoe court.
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Highlander Newspaper  June 4, 1965
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1961
Wildcat Cliffs Country Club found-
ed, and original equity memberships 
with a lot were sold for $4,000. Local 

students were hired for $1 per hour to 
clear rocks and roots for the course.

1963
Highlands Falls Country Club opened 
as Sky Lake Golf Course. The original 
layout was a 275 acre nine-hole par-36 

public golf.

1969
All 18 holes were completed at the 

Wildcat Cliff Country Club.

1972
Clubhouse completed at Wildcat Cliffs 

Country Club and the founder  
Dr. Matthews passed away.

1972
Sky Lake Country Club was sold after 
the tragic death of golf pro and owner 

Bill Meyers and renamed Highland  
Falls Country Club.

1974
A ladies golf association was formed at 

the Wildcat Cliffs Country Club.

1979
Highlands Falls Country Club went 

into default and was taken over by the 
Eastover Corporation. It had struggling 

financially since its inception.

1982
The first annual Bobby Jones 

Invitational Pro-Am at Highlands 
Country Club is held to benefit the 

Highlands-Cashiers Hospital.

1985
To balance finances the Highlands 

Falls Country Club sold 543 acres to 
the owners of the adjoining Cullasaja 

Country Club for $970,000.
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1987
Cullasaja Country Club 
opened with an Arnold 

Palmer designed  
eighteen-hole course.

1990
Cullasaja Country Club added  

a clubhouse and amenities  
including six tennis courts, a

heated pool, and private roads 
for jogging, walking, and biking.
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